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Over the past 5-8 years the health of our beloved Meade 

Tree has been ailing. Given the extent of the canker on the 

tree we had all assumed that there was only one outcome. 

Much debate around a method for replacement took 

place, with numerous solutions presented, all with 

significant issues. Two years ago the Committee managed 

to secure tree consultancy alongside our arboricultural 

works. Our consultant from Manchester Tree Station 

suggested that treatment may still be possible in order to 

save the existing tree. As such we were able to appoint a 

tree care specialist company which has taken steps to save 

the tree! 

First up soil analysis of the vicinity revealed: 

Email collection 

We are still short of email addresses for residents. Please give 

us your email address for communication and ask your 

neighbours to do so. Please also remember that all 

newsletters and other Chorltonville related items are 

displayed on the lectern.  

The Tree on The Meade 

From these results it was clear that the tree was suffering from the 

following: 

1) Poor nutrient availability and low organic matter - having never 

received any form or fertiliser or mulch and each year having fallen 

leaves and grass cuttings removed from the area over a period of 109 

years has left the soil significantly lacking. 

2) Over-compaction of soil - soil compaction at the base of a tree 

significantly reduces the availability of root oxygen, affects moisture 

flow resulting in big changes in fungal and microbial environments. 

3) Leaf miner moth - a common pest associated with horse chestnuts, not 

typically fatal alone, this disease greatly reduces the tree’s ability to 

produce energy and puts stress on the tree coping with the die back of 

leaf matter. 

4) Pseudomonas bleeding canker - bleeding canker on horse chestnut 

trees was first reported in Britain in the 1970s, although it had been 

recognised in the USA in the 1930s. 

Until 2000, most cases in Great Britain were thought to be caused by 

two fungus-like pathogens: Phytophthora cactorum and Phytophthora 

citricola (now called P. plurivora). 

Incidence was low and did not give cause for concern. However, the 

incidence of the disease in Great Britain increased significantly during 

the early 21st century. A systematic survey in 2007 across England, 

Scotland and Wales revealed that about half the horse chestnut trees  

(49 per cent) surveyed showed symptoms which indicated or might have 

indicated bleeding canker. The cause is now most often due to an 

introduced, previously unknown bacterial pathogen, Pseudomonas 

syringae pv aesculi, which originates in the Himalayas. 

pH 6.5
Nitrogen low

Phosphorus low
Potassium  medium low

 Soil characteristics Sandy loam
 Organic matter content Poor
 Nutrient retention capacity Good
 Soil penetrometer average 250-300Psi Fair

This horse chestnut is being treated and cared for by 

Greentreehealthcare. The treatment programme consists of; 

l Decompaction of the soil with an Airspade to allow the tree’s roots 

improved access to air as well as water and nutrients. 

 l Fertilisation with both granular and soil injection organic products to 

boost depleted nutrient levels. 

l Spring and summer foliar sprays to control horse chestnut leaf miner 

improving the vitality and aesthetic appeal of the canopy. 

l Trunk, scaffold limb spray and root drench to combat bleeding 

canker and Phytophthora root disease. 

l Incorporation of wood mulch which helps retain moisture, protects 

from extreme temperatures, improves soil texture, suppresses grass 

and weeds, encourages beneficial organisms and releases nutrients. 

This programme of environmental improvements and 

treatments should help to ensure many more years of 

life from the Meade horse chestnut and enjoyment to 

the residents of Chorltonville.



Total Levy
per Household

100%
Roads & Paths

44.5%

Gullies
25.6%

Verges
18.1%

                          Leaf clearance 2.8%
                     Admin costs 0.5%
                  Insurance 3.4%
             Bulbs 0.9%
       Trees 2.6%
Maintenance 1.6%

WHERE YOUR 
LEVY GOES 

Lockdown Artwork 

In case people missed the results of 

the Life in Lockdown Art 

Competition for younger residents, 

all pictures are available to view on 

the website: 

https://www.chorltonville.org/the-

estate/gallery.php

Finally, we would like to wish you all a safe and healthy summer 

From everyone on the Committee.
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New on the Website 
We occasionally receive requests for and 

offers of original Chorltonville fixtures and 

fittings. Interior doors are a popular 

commodity, with the occasional fireplace 

surround becoming available from time to 

time. So we have added a section to the 

Chorltonville website to showcase requests 

and offers. Access it in the ‘For Residents’ 

menu under Marketplace. At the moment it is 

empty, so if anybody has any items that may 

be of interest to other residents, or are 

looking for a particular item, let us know. 

1977 Queen’s Jubilee Video and Other History 

In 1977 Chorltonville, along with the rest of the country, celebrated the 

Queen's Silver Jubilee. 

The photographic account of the events has been collated in a video that gives 

an insight into the 'ville 40-odd years ago. Maybe there is someone you 

recognise?  You can view the video on YouTube; 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=luNQnIQQRN8 

And on the subject of history, why not take a look at local historian Andy 

Simpson’s blog, particularly the Chorltonville section: 

https://chorltonhistory.blogspot.com/search/label/Chorltonville 

The figures shown here represent a 

typical year’s budget. Of course 

2020 was a little unusual and 

percentages differed somewhat, but 

in general, this is a normal split. In 

some years, spend on some items 

may increase or decrease 

depending on demand. The 

contingency fund Chorltonville 

holds may also increase or decrease.

Brookburn Road Closure 

For a short time during Friday 18th 

June, Brookburn Road will be closed 

to traffic. Please support this 

initative. Entry to Chorltonville will 

still be possible via Reynard 

Road/Claude Road.
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